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The Islander is Back! 

 
Club used to publish a monthly Bulletin newsletter 
The Islander may years ago. This year we want to 

bring this tradition back with a bit modern twist: a 
hybrid newsletter. 

 
We have a digital edition with responsive, mobile 
optimised design at www.rotarypenang.org/news 

which includes same articles as this printable copy 
which you can read on computer screen. 

 
We are happy to receive any feedback of usability and 

suggestions for new articles or topics to include in 
new editions. Or just want to hear back from our 

readers anything you have in your mind. 
 

You can send your feedback to editorial team at 
islander@rotarypenang.org 

 
Also there is a possibility to comment the articles in 

the digital edition. 
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My dear fellow Rotarians,  

s we prepare for the new Rotary Year and the 
tasks and challenges ahead, I ask you to look 
back over the years of Rotary that you have 

enjoyed and of the different friends and experiences 
that you have made. When we try to determine what is 
needed to realize our theme for the year, we cannot 
escape from the fact that first and foremost priority is 
the need to strengthen our club. To do this we need to 
understand that our experiences of the past are just as 
relevant today as it was before. Learning from our 
experiences is necessary to enable us make our 
tomorrow better. As R.I. President Shekhar Mehta 
advises “We must dreams big, guided by our shared 
vision of Rotary, we must plan, inspire and motivate 
Rotarians to reach goal – goals to expand the reach of 
our organization by increasing membership, and goals 
to increase the impact of Rotary by serving the world. 

We see ourselves as part of a great tradition, as links in 
a chain joining our future to our present. If that chain 
is to continue, every link in it must be strong.” It is 
encumbered on each of us as Rotarians to make the 
ideals of Rotary stronger in our Club in the year ahead 
and even stronger the year after. 

If the future of Rotary is to be in our hands, then we 
need to ensure that we have an active Club with every 
member involved and interested in making the Club 
stronger. Whether you are a newly inducted Rotarian, 
an ordinary Rotarian, a Rotarian Board member, a 
Past President or a Past Governor we must all stand on 
the same level, equal in our commitment to serve in 
the name of Rotary. We cannot take for granted and 
leave well alone the present strengths and 
shortcomings of our club. We would not be out of step 
to address the first pillar of Rotary, the reason why 
Rotary was founded in the first place,,“ the 
development of acquaintances as a means of 
service”; fellowship; “ the glue that binds us ”. We 
cannot take fellowship for granted, for unless we have 
good fellowship it would be difficult to have Rotarians 

wanting and looking forward to our weekly Wednesday 
meetings, to work together in projects or in dispensing 
service to the community. We need to get more than 
50% of our members actively involved in our projects, 
and this should not just be left only to the members of 
the Board or members of the Project Committee. 

 

We must try through better fellowship to ensure that 
we regularly have at least a 70% attendance at our 
weekly meetings and that we have regular and 
increasingly better attendance at our monthly Service 
Function meetings. Only when good fellowship exists 
can we convert the RINOs among us. Exempt members 
can make a significant contribution to fellowship by 
actively participating in the Service Committees and in 
the various projects. Rotarians not serving on the 
Board of Directors are not necessarily excused from 
being active in the Service Committees. Your active 
participation will greatly enhance fellowship in our 
Club and will be an encouragement to the newer 
Rotarians. 

 

To our younger and newly inducted Rotarians I say to 
you that when each of you became Rotarians you 
promised and agreed to subscribe to the main tenets 
and ideals of Rotary. Make it a goal to get to know your 
fellow Rotarians better. Participate in service. Come 
forward to volunteer even when not asked. 

In this regard I would like to say to all Rotarians in our 
Club that we are collectively responsible for the health 
and strength of this Club. Each one of us is standing on 
the shoulders of Rotarians past and present and it is 
our collective responsibility to shape and determine 
the future of our Club and of Rotary in Penang. At the 
end of the day everything that we accomplish will be 
done through the collective strength of the members of 
this Club. We will achieve this through improved 
fellowship; through genuine fellowship goodwill will 
prevail. When there is goodwill the burden of service 
will be shared among many shoulders. 

  

A 

"A Call to All 
Rotarians in our 

Club" 
 



 

    

3  The Islander  |  July 2021  |  Rotary Club of Penang Bulletin 

 



 

 

4 

4 
 



 

    

5  The Islander  |  July 2021  |  Rotary Club of Penang Bulletin 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear President Eric Ong and members of the Rotary Club of Penang. 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate President Eric and your Board of Directors on your installation as 
office bearers of your club. As you and your team together embark this journey in leadership, let me remind 
you that you are the agents of change to make this world a better place.  

By remaining passive and staying in your comfort zone will not bring the change we want to see. Friends, you 
must stretch into unchartered waters and bring the change. The world is a very different place now, strive not 
to remain in position but to remain of value.  

I compliment your immediate past President Dr Jeyalakshmi for having led your club to this level and it is now 
your task, President Eric to take your Club forward to greater heights 

Today, as we stand on the edge of a destiny unknown, your community depends on your resolve to stay strong 
and devote your abilities, time and resources to Serve to Change Lives. Your services, solidarity, unity and 
compassion are needed now more than ever and I am confident that this Club will rise to the challenge and 
deliver. 

I wish you all a most rewarding and enjoyable year in office and as you go forward, do realise your strengths as 
you continue to serve the local and global communities. 

I thank each member of the Rotary Club of Penang for your service to Rotary. 

Serve to Change Lives, 

 
Dato’ Bindi Rajasegaran  
District Governor 
Rotary International District 3300 Malaysia 
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eartiest congratulations to President Dr. 
Jeyalakshmi Ratnavale for a year of great 
Rotary service. The 90th year is very 

special, and we had a wonderful celebration of the 
club’s achievements. The occasion was a great 
success attended by many luminaries of our 
society and the leaders of Rotary in our district. 
President Jeyalakshmi Ratnavale had a 
challenging year due to the problems created by 
COVID-19. But we were lucky in that we achieved 
quite several successful projects which were 
recognised by the district and RI. On behalf of the 
club, I’d like to thank I.P.P. Dr. Jeyalakshmi 
Ratnavale for all her efforts in fulfilling Rotary’s 
ideals.  

President Eric Ong is our 91st president of The 
Rotary Club of Penang. His year of service will yet 
be filled with challenges. But he and his board of 
directors will surely match up to the ideals of RI 
and the Rotary Club of Penang. Eric Ong is a 
senior member who delayed his presidency for 
good reason, to come in at the time when the 
challenge would be greatest. There is a shift in the 
membership of our club, but it all goes well with 
new members, enthusiasm, and of course Rotary 
goodwill. We wish him luck and I’m sure that the 

members of Rotary Club of Penang will support 
him in all his projects. 

President Eric Ong has decided to reintroduce 
our weekly magazine of information, “The 
Islander”, which was the voice of the Rotary Club 
of Penang for a long time. It was a weekly report 
of the activities on the club led by the president 
and his board of directors. “The Islander” was 
distributed to all members of the club, the 
libraries in Penang, and various clubs and 
organisations, to put Rotary’s projects within the 
vision of the esteemed personalities of Penang as 
well as all the other clubs in our district.  

After 115 years of success in serving community, 
it is often asked if Rotary is relevant today. 
Rotary enhanced friendship and fellowship to a 
lonely man. We are familiar to the circumstances 
that led him to form this ever-extending 
organisation. Soon afterwards, Rotary started 
community projects to serve humanity. 

In today’s world, due to COVID-19, man has 
become isolated again to protect himself. But we 
live in a very sophisticated era, where technology 
has come to our aid. We may not have physical 
meetings, but we are able to have virtual 
meetings with sight of ourselves and our friends 
and coming off a most productive meeting where 
we are able to have useful conclusions in 
assisting society. First our fellowship extends 
itself, though virtually with COVID-19 and the 
economic downturn, there will be many 
members of our community who will need 
assistance to being hope happiness and joy in 
their lives. This is where rotary has excelled in 
the past and will continue its excellent work in 
the future. 

I wish to congratulate President Eric Ong and 
his board of directors to look forward to a 
challenging but satisfying year of office. He 
together with 33,000 other presidents in the 
Rotary world will surely make an indelible 
mark in serving the community. 

I wish him and his board great success and look 
forward to a wonderful report next year.  
Good luck Mr President. 

 

H 

 

MESSAGE FROM PDG  
DATO DR. SANTOKH SINGH 
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The Board of Directors and Office-Bearers of  
The Rotary Club of Penang for the Year 2021 – 2022 

The Office-Bearers of The 
Penang Rotary Charity 
Foundation for the  
Year 2021 – 2022 

1. Chairman PAG Dr Ranjit Singh 
2. Treasurer PAG Dato Tan Gin Soon 
3. Secretary IPP Dr Jeyalakshmi Ratnavale 
4. Committee  President Eric Ong Eng Hin 
5. Committee  PAG Chuah Ah Bah 
6. Committee  PAG Tharumarajah 

Club Weekly Meetings at Jen Hotel Georgetown by Shangri-La 
Every First Wednesday at 12:30pm  and Every Third Wednesday at 7.30pm 

Contact: 

President Eric Ong 
+60-16- 418 9333 
president@rotarypenang.org 

Club Secretary  
Rtn Michael Van Crombrugge  
+60-12- 480 2161 
secretary@rotarypenang.org 

www.rotarypenang.org 

1. President 
 Rtn Eric Ong Eng Hin  
2. Imm. Past President
 Ipp Dr Jeyalakshmi Ratnavale  
3. President Elect
 Pp Dato Ramanathan Nachiappan  
4. Vice President
 Pp Tan Boon Hoe  
5. Secretary
 Rtn Michel Van Crombrugge 
6. Treasurer
 Pag Dato Tan Gin Soon  
7. Club Administration
 Rtn Dr Amreet Singh Gill   
8. Membership
 Rtn Elice Foong  
 

9. Rotary Foundation
 Pp Dato Ramanathan 
10. Public Image
 Rtn Petri Karjalainen 
11. Sergeant-At-Arms
 Rtn Ramesh Ramasamy 
12. Service Project 
 Rtn Hanley Ong 
13. Youth Service
 Rtn Vijayasarathi Rajasekaran 
14. Community Service
 Rtn Professor Dr David Whitford  
15. Vocational Service
 Rtn Ramesh Ramasamy  
16. International Service 
 Rtn Ily Iskandar 

• Club Strategic Planning Pp Dato Seri Chet Singh  
• Club Advisor  Pdg Dato Dr Santokh Singh 



 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
International ServiceDirector 
Rtn Ily Iskandar  
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No  Club  District  Country  
1  Rc Hongkong Island East  D3450  Hongkong  
2  Rc Taipeh  D3480  Taiwan  
3  Rc Adelaide  D2760  Australia  
4  Rc Metro Manila  D3830  Philippines  
5  Rc Ichinomiya North  D2760  Japan, Aichi  
6  Rc Togi  D2610  Japan, Ishikawa  
7  Rc Pyeongtaeg  D3750  Korea, Gyeonggi  
8  Rc Osaka Nansei  D2660  Japan, Osaka  
9  Rc Balwyn  D9800  Australia  
10  Rc Tongjeyoung  D3650  Korea, Tonjeyoung  
11   Rc Vladivostok  D5010  Russia  
12  Rc Guindy, Chennai  D3230  India, Chennai  
13  Rc Las Pinas East  D3830  Philippines 
14  Rc Pandan Valley  D3310   Singapore  
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MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

Club Administration Director 
Rtn Dr Amreet Singh Gill 

Month  Date  Time  Meeting Agenda  
Birthday  
Anniversary  

Social  
Holidays  

Speakers  

July  5/7  6.00pm  Bod        
  7/7  12-30 Am  Business         
  21/7  7.00pm  Fellowship    Hari Raya Haji    
  25/7  12.30 Am  Installation         
              
August  2/8  6.00 Pm  Bod        
  10/8  12.30 Am  Business         
  24/8  7.00 Pm  Fellowship        
  31/8        Merdeka Day    
              
              
September  6/9  6.00 Pm  Bod        
  8/9  12-30 Am  Business        
  22/9  7.00 Pm  Fellowship        
Thursday  16/9        Malaysia Day    
              
              
October  4/10  6.00 Pm  Bod        
  6/10  12-30  Business        
  20/10  7.00pm  Fellowship        
              
November  1/11  6.00pm  Bod        
  3/11  12-30am  Business        
  4/11        Deepavali    
  17/11  7.00pm  Fellowship        
              
              
December  6/12  6.00pm  Bod        
  8/12  12-30am  Business         
  22/12  7.00pm  Fellowship        
  25/12        Christmas    
              

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR  
  
New Rotary Year 2021-2022  

1. Presidential Installation 25th July 2021  
2. District Governor’s Visit: To be advised   
3. Fellowship Outing: East Coast State, 

Kuantan December 2021  
4. Social Fellowship Events: Christmas, 

CNY, Deepavali, Hari Raya  
5. Joint Meeting with Inner Wheels  
6. Fellowship meeting at Rotary House  
7. CNY Annual Ang Pow Distribution at 

Rotary House  
8. Fellowship Gathering with Ex Rotarian 

Members.  
9. Free Diabetic Testing with Hospital at 

Rotary House  
 

JULY MEETINGS 

Monday 5th July 2021 
Virtual BOD meeting 

Wednesday 7th July 2021 
Virtual business meeting 

Wednesday 21 st July 2021 
Virtual Fellowship Meeting 

Please come as the Future of Rotary is in  
YOUR HANDS! 

Latest updates of the meeting schedule at 
www.rotarypenang.org/events-1 

FIRST MEETING:  
Wednesday, 7th July  

(Penang Heritage Day) 
Venue: Virtually via Zoom 

Time: 7.00 pm 



 

 

ROTARY CALENDAR  
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August 2021 
Membership and New Club Development 
Month 

September 2021 
Basic Education and Literacy Month 

October 2021 
Economic and Community Development 
Month 
24 October — World Polio Day 

November 2021 
Rotary Foundation Month 
2-8 World Interact Week 

December 2021 
Disease Prevention and Treatment 
Month 

January 2022 
Vocational Service Month 

 
February 2022 

Peace and Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution Month 
7-11 February — International Assembly, 
Orlando, Florida, USA 23 February — 
Rotary’s Anniversary 

March 2022 
Water and Sanitation Month 
8-14 March — World Rotaract Week 

April 2022 
Maternal and Child Health Month 

May 2022 
Youth Service Month 

June 2022 
Rotary Fellowships Month 
12-16 June — Rotary International 
Convention, Taipei, Taiwan 
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PROJECTS UPDATE 

________ 

ACE 
PREPARING FRESH GRADUATES  

FOR THE JOB MARKET 

________ 

otary Club of Penang in partnership with 
ACE coach Mr. Alan Hor has been 
coaching final year students and recent 

graduates of USM to prepare themselves to find 
the right job since 2017. We have completed 16 
classes so far, benefiting 380 students, many of 
them from B40 group who face high risk of 
unemployment. 

Mr. Hor is an experienced consultant with rich 
experience in Recruitment & Selection, 
Corporate Induction, Performance Management, 
Talent Development and Organizational 
Behavior analysis. Students learn valuable 
insights into the current job market & 
recruitment trends. Participants are given 
opportunity to explore career options beyond the 
limits of their degree and finding relevance, 

passion, commitment & self-direction in the 
process. 

Notable recognitions include HBP / Quantity 
Surveying Faculty making ACE training 
program as an integral part of their 
professional curriculum for their final year 
students. Sr Dr Hasnanywati Hassan who was 
the Chairman of the Quantity Surveying 
Program saw the value of ACE after a lengthy 
discussion with the ACE Coach and adopted it 
as an integral part of their curriculum for final 
year students since 2018. They adopted 6 of 
the sessions out of the 10 available to better fit 
their schedule.  

Rotary Club of Penang plans to expand this 
program to more universities and students. 
Our future strategy is to increase the number 
of classes to 14 per year and benefit 350 
students each year. Our ultimate goal is to 
help the most vulnerable section of society 
who have high risk of unemployment and 
upskill them to improve their living 
standards.

R 

For students 
graduating out 
of universities, 
landing their 

dream job 
needs job 

search skills 
which may not 
be acquired as 

part of their 
university 

curriculum. 
It is a soft skill 

that needs to be 
honed through 

personal 
coaching of 

each student 
depending on 
their needs & 
capabilities 

ACCELERATED 
CAREER 
EXCELLENCE 



 

 

FORTHCOMING PROJECTS 
Project Service Director 
Hanley Ong 
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rishaws has been integral part of Penang 
culture since the early 20th century. They 
have been a key attraction to tourists 

before the era of motorized vehicles. Today there 
are barely 100 trishaws left in Penang. Young 
generation are not willing to continue this 
profession due to poor revenue and better 
opportunities elsewhere.   

Due to COVID-19, tourism has come to a 
standstill, which has been a devastating blow to 
the Trishaw owners. To preserve 
the Trishaw heritage, Rotary Club of Penang 
plans to aid the Trishaw owners to weather this 
unexpected storm. 

The aid will be in the form of temporary financial 
assistance and also through introduction of long 
term strategies. 

T 

The aid will be in the form of 
temporary financial assistance and also 
through introduction of long term 
strategies such as   
• Modernization of the trishaw by 

introducing best practices from 
Thailand & Malacca.  

• App based booking to improve 
accessibility for tourists  

• Hop-on & Hop-off tickets 
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FORTHCOMING PROJECTS Project Service Director 
Hanley Ong 

Rotary Foundation Director Pp. Dato Ramanathan: 

 

Membership Director Rtn. Elice Foong: 

 



 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PREVIOUS YEAR  
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  90 years 
Anniversary at 
Eastern & 
Oriental - the 
same venue 
where the clubs 
Inauguration 
Dinner was 
held 90 years 
earlier. 

Mr Raymond Tan and his son 
donated a dialysis machine to 
Rotary-JHM Dialysis centre in 
Georgetown. This machine was 
already second one donated by Mr 
Raymond. YB Teh Lai Hen was 
witnessing the donation ceremony 
in front of the dialysis centre 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF PREVIOUS YEAR 

  

Global Grant Project with 
Sister Club RC Guindy to 
donate 6 Dialysis Machines to 
Pillar Hospital in Andaman 
Islands, India. Our club 
contribution was USD2,000 

Enhanced English 
Language project 
in Perak rural 
schools continued 
from previous 
Rotary year with 
2,000 children and 
over 60 teachers 
from public 
preschools and 
early primary 
schools 
participating. 

Chinese New Year 
Underpriviledged 
Senior Citizen 
Annual Program. 
This time we co-
operate with  
NGO "Kawan" 
and MPKK Lebuh 
Chulia. 
 
We also had 
special volunteer 
to distribute food: 
Penang Chief 
Minister Chow 
Kon Yeow 



 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PREVIOUS YEAR  
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 ACE program was 
conducted fully online 
due the pandemic 
restrictions 

Club donated glucose 
monitoring equipment for  
diabetes patients at 
General Hospital Penang  
Endocrine & Diabetes Unit 
under District Grant 
Project 2020/2021 


